
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-One: Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians 
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1 Cor. 1:10-14; 5:1-5; 6:1-5; 11:20-22; 14:26-30; 15:12-18; 2 Cor. 2:6-8
D
uring Paul’s third preaching trip he spent time in Ephesus. It is believed that during this stay the church in Corinth corresponded with him over a number of problems within the congregation. Although the Holy Spirit did not preserve what the brethren in Corinth wrote, we do have two powerful epistles which Paul sent across the Aegean Sea to the church in Corinth.

The epistles to Corinth reveal that very early on this church was plagued with division, sin, and false teaching. Just like the sad state of the religious world today, the Corinthians began to divide and call themselves after different teachers’ names. Paul rebuked this and commanded them to,  “all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). God has never been pleased with division.

One of the problems at Corinth was immorality. A member of the church was engaging in intimacy with his father’s wife. Paul commanded the brethren to withdraw from this man until he repented of this sin (1 Cor. 5:1-5). When a congregation cuts off social contact with an unrepentant member it is intended to move the person to repent. In this case that seems to have happened, and Paul urged them to accept him again (2 Cor. 2:6-8). Another problem involved members of the congregation bringing lawsuits against one another. Paul urged them to resolve conflicts among themselves without going before unbelievers (1 Cor. 6:1-5).


The Corinthians also struggled with some problems regarding worship. While Jesus had established the Lord’s Supper as a memorial of His death, in Corinth this had expanded into a social meal.  Paul rebuked them and restated what Jesus had established. Paul told them that homes are the place to eat when we are hungry (1 Cor. 11:20-22). In the early church God gave some Christians miraculous spiritual gifts to complete revelation and confirm what had been revealed. Some in Corinth had such gifts and could prophesy and speak in tongues. Unfortunately they were not using these gifts as God intended. Paul explained to them that such gifts were intended to edify or “build-up” the church. They were not to speak in another language unless someone could interpret for them (1 Cor. 14:26-30). 

Some in Corinth actually came to believe that the resurrection had already taken place. Paul ends his first letter to them by pointing out to them that if that were true then even Jesus would not have been raised (15:12-18).  Paul then goes on to describe what will happen on the day of judgment when all men are raised and righteous are changed. He declares, “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet … the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (1 Cor. 15:52-53). What a wonderful day that will be for those who have put their faith and obedience in Christ Jesus!

[image: image2.png]



	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	Luke 13-14
	Luke 15-16
	Luke 17-18
	Luke 19-20
	Luke 21-22
	Luke 23-24
	John 1-2


Study Questions
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1.  If Paul tells us that division and going by different names is wrong, what does that tells us about denominationalism (i.e. different churches with different names and practice)?


2.  Paul told the Corinthians that the “foolishness of God is wiser than men” (1 Cor. 1:25). What does this mean?


3.  From whom does Paul teach that a church should withdraw (1 Cor. 5:9-11)?



In 2 Cor. 7:10 Paul says his instructions about this produced “godly sorrow.” What results from this type of sorrow?
 

4.  What does Paul say that Christians do when they eat the bread and drink the cup of the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:26)?



If someone is hungry where should they eat to satisfy this (1 Cor. 11:34)?


What does this indicate about churches with kitchens and dining halls?

5.  Explain what Paul means in saying that tongues edify the speaker but prophecy edifies the church (1 Cor. 4:4).


6.  Some modern churches claim to practice speaking in tongues but speak in unknown tongues and allow many to speak at the same time.  How does this contradict Paul’s instructions to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 14:22-31)?

7.  Paul gave the Corinthians about how the church was to collect money. When and how was this to be done (1 Cor. 16:1-2)?



Key Passage: “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.’” (1 Corinthians 1:18-19, NKJV).
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